“When God Shook the Heavens”
Hebrews 12:25-29
January 12, 2025

I. Apparent Tension in Hebrews 12:25-29

A.

There is language that sounds like the end-of-the-world (heaven being shaken, receiving
the kingdom of God, etc).

Yet there are also references to the nearness of such things to Hebrews’ 1¢ century readers.
Something quite similar was going in Hebrews 10.

Both passages are foretelling the same event that would occur in the 15t century but, like we
see throughout scripture, using figurative language to do so.

II. Luke 21 and Hebrews 12:25-29

A.

In Luke 21, Jesus is prophesying the destruction of 1st century Jerusalem and the temple
within.

Jesus clearly said that this event, and everything leading up to it would occur within the
lifetime of those alive at in the 1st century.

Christ’s connection of the “Son of Man coming on the clouds” to Jerusalem’s destruction
lines up with how Old Testament prophets spoke of historical, in-time judgments from
God.

Isaiah 19:1-2 - 1 An oracle concerning Egypt. Behold, the Lord is riding on a swift cloud and comes
to Eqypt; and the idols of Eqypt will tremble at his presence, and the heart of the Eqyptians will melt
within them. 2 And 1 will stir up Egyptians against EQyptians, and they will fight, each against
another and each against his neighbor, city against city, kingdom against kingdom.

Jesus equates the temple’s destruction with the shaking of the heavens and the coming of
God'’s kingdom (Luke 21:26, 31)



