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I.  What is Brotherly Love? (Heb. 13:1) 

 
A. The Greek word in Hebrews 13:1 (phil-adelphia) refers to love between siblings.  

 
B. Christians are to love each like family – because we are! 

 
II.  1st Example - Showing Hospitality (Heb. 13:2) 

 
A. Hospitality among 1st century Christians often included welcoming unknown Christian 

teachers/ministers into one’s home.  
 
3 John 5–8 - 5 Beloved, you are acting faithfully in whatever you accomplish for the brethren, and 
especially when they are strangers; 6 and they have testified to your love before the church. You will 
do well to send them on their way in a manner worthy of God. 7 For they went out for the sake of the 
Name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. 8 Therefore we ought to support such men, so that we 
may be fellow workers with the truth. 
 

B. There were limits… 
 

2 John 10–11 - 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into 
your house or give him any greeting, 11 for whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works. 
 

C. Though our needs are often different today, we’re still to show family love by opening our 
homes (and our lives) to fellow Christians. 
 

III.  2nd Example - Remembering the Imprisoned and Mistreated (Heb. 13:3) 
 
A. Hebrews 1st readers had done some of this already (see Heb. 10:32-24).  

 
B. We should be willing to suffer with and identify with our mistreated brethren, for we are 

in the body of Christ together (1 Cor. 12:26a). 
 


