“Stop Lying About Jesus and Start Honoring Marriage”
Hebrews 13:4
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I. Don’t Devalue Marriage (13:4a)

A. Within the church to whom Hebrews was written, there might have been a heresy like
what Paul points out in 1 Tim. 4:3 (and 1 Cor. 7).

B. Later church history reveals a growing devaluing of marriage and a celebration celibacy.
C. Some of this was (and still is) based on a misunderstanding of Paul’s words in 1 Cor. 7.
1. Paul did say that single Corinthians were better of remaining unmarried.
2. But that advice was tied to their specific historical setting:

1 Corinthians 7:26 - I think that in view of the present distress it is good for a person to
remain as he is.

3. In more regular situations, Paul gave much different commands:

1 Timothy 5:14 - So I would have younger widows marry, bear children, manage their
households, and give the adversary no occasion for slander.

D. Marriage is a holy institution created by God and should be honored and celebrated by all.
II. Don’t Defile Marriage (13:4b)
A. The sexual relationship between a husband and wife is God’s good creation.
Genesis 2:24 - Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and
they shall become one flesh.

>
B. Fornication and adultery defile the marriage bed that God created and sanctioned.

1. Adultery is largely condemned even by our unbelieving culture.
2. The same cannot be said of fornication.
a. Premarital sex is celebrated as normal and good.
b.  Some even within the church try to argue for its appropriateness today.

i.  They point to passages like Ex. 22:16-17



Exodus 22:16-17 - ° “If a man seduces a virgin who is not betrothed and lies with
her, he shall give the bride-price for her and make her his wife. 7 If her father utterly
refuses to give her to him, he shall pay money equal to the bride-price for virgins.

ii. They argue that since our historical situation has changed, prohibitions of
fornication are not needed.

3. Sexual relations in marriage were always meant to point toward the spiritual union
between Christ and His church.

Ephesians 5:31-32 - 3! “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it
refers to Christ and the church.

4. Both fornication and adultery blasphemously lie about Christ and His Bride.

Lavish forgiveness remains available for those who have sinned sexually.

Isaiah 1:18 - “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.



