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I.  Who wrote Acts?  
 
A. The early church identified Luke, the Gospel writer, as the author; and the book’s 

internal evidence agrees. 
 

B. Luke was a gentile convert to Christianity and eventual travel companion of the 
Apostle Paul.  

 
II.  When did Luke write Acts?  

 
A. Acts was written around late AD 62 or early AD 63.  

 
B. Acts’ abrupt ending testifies to this: 

 
1. Acts ends with events that took place years before Paul’s second imprisonment and 

execution in Rome (AD 65-67). 
 

2. If Paul was already dead by the time Luke wrote Acts, surely that would’ve been 
mentioned. 

 
C. Also, the immediate tone of Acts’ later chapters points to them being written shortly 

after the events took place.  
 

III.  To whom did Luke write Acts?  
 
A. Luke addresses Acts (and his gospel) to Theophilus (“lover of god”).  

 
B. Luke’s referral to Theophilus as “most excellent” in Luke 1:3 indicates that he was a 

man of means and/or position.  
 

 
 

à 
IV.  Whose actions does Acts really record? 

  
A. Not so much the acts of the Apostles. Only two are highlighted.  

 
B. Acts, as the sequel to the Gospel of Luke, highlights the ongoing actions of the ascended 

Christ who was/is building his church.  



 
Matthew 16:18b - …I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

 
V.  What is the main message of Acts? Mission Accomplished 

 
A. Acts begins with a prophecy of the mission of Christ’s Apostles.  

 
Acts 1:8b - “… you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth.” 
 

B. Acts describes the ongoing fulfillment of that mission.  
 

C. Acts closes with the conclusion of that mission.  
 
Acts 28:30–31 - 30 He lived there [Rome] two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all 
who came to him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ 
with all boldness and without hindrance. 
 

VI.  Application for our day 
 
A. The history of the church since Acts has been the follow-through of the mission Christ 

accomplished through His Spirit-empowered Apostles.  
 

B. Seeing the success of the initial wave of the church’s expansion gives us hope for the 
church today.  

 
C. This is especially true in how Acts will repeatedly remind us that no opposition was 

ever able to stand against Christ’s church.  
 


