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I.  To speak in tongues in New Testament times was to prophesy. 

 
A. Biblical prophecy was new, fully authoritative, divine revelation. 

 
B. Peter identified speaking in tongues with prophecy in Acts 2:17-18.  

 
C. Paul did the same in 1 Cor. 14:2:  

 
1 Corinthians 14:2 - For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one 
understands him, but he utters mysteries in (by) the Spirit. 

 
1. To “utter mysteries” was not to say strange or mysterious things.  

 
2. Rather, “mysteries” were new, previously hidden, divine revelations. (See Rom. 16:25-

26; Eph 3:4-6; Col. 1:26, etc.) 
 

D. Once a revelation given in a tongue was translated, it was the same as prophecy:  
 
1 Corinthians 14:5 - Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy. The one 
who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the 
church may be built up. 
 

E. When someone prayed “in a tongue” in New Testament times, they were praying divinely 
inspired prayers (like the Psalms or the church’s corporate prayer in Acts 4:24-30).  
 

F. Paul’s reference to the “tongues of angels” (1 Cor. 13:1), was likely an exaggeration to make 
his wider point about the primacy of love.  

 
1. But even if not, it wouldn’t change any of the above. 

 
2. To speak in an unknown tongue from any origin (earthly or heavenly) was to 

prophesy. 
à 

II.  Tongues and Prophecy (both forms of new revelation) ceased with the completion of the 
New Testament.  
 
A. This was the almost universal understanding of Reformed Protestants. 

 
Therefore it pleased the Lord, at sundry times, and in divers manners, to reveal Himself, and to 
declare that His will unto His church; and afterwards, for the better preserving and propagating of 



the truth…to commit the same wholly unto writing…those former ways of God’s revealing His will 
unto His people [like speaking in tongues] being now ceased. (WCF 1:1) 
 

B. The revelatory ministry of the Apostles and New Testament prophets was part of the 
foundational stage of the building of the church.  
 
Ephesians 2:19–20 - 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone. 
 

C. Paul’s emphasis on tongues and prophecy in his earliest letters (1 Thess. 5:19-21; 1 Cor. 12-
14) gives way in his later letters to an emphasis on the already received Word (1 Tim. 4:13; 
Titus 1:9).  
 

D. Paul explicitly says that tongues and prophecy will cease when “the perfect” comes (1 Cor. 
13:8-12): 

 
1. Paul says that prophecy and tongues only provided “partial” knowledge of God’s 

will.  
 

2. These partial forms of revelation would be supplanted by “the perfect” (also can be 
rendered “the complete”).  - 1 Cor. 13:10 

 
3. In context, “the perfect” refers to complete revelation, i.e. the completed New 

Testament.  
 
4. Once the New Testament – God’s final and full revelation of Christ – was completed, 

there was no longer a need for the partial revelatory gifts of tongues and prophecy.  


