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I.  Responding Rightly to Your Church Leaders (Heb. 13:17) 
 
A. The word “obey” (ESV) is better rendered “have confidence in” (NIV). 

 
B. Christians are to confidently submit to their church leaders (i.e. their elders).  

 
1. Submission only truly occurs when we are not in full agreement with 

something being asked of us.  
 

2. Of course, elders must only direct their people in accordance with God’s word 
and Biblical wisdom. 
  

3. And elders are not to lord their authority over their people. 
 

C. It’s far easier to confidently submit to elders who are faithfully keeping watch as 
those knowingly accountable to God.  
 

D. Church members are to let their leaders lead with joy and without causing them to 
groan in frustration.  

 
 
II.  Praying for Your Church Leaders (Heb. 13:18-19) 

 
A. Church members need to pray for their church leaders – for their empowerment 

and protection.  
 

B. Church members need to pray with faith-fueled expectation that God will hear and 
respond to their prayers.  
   
  


