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I. Peter Links the Pentecost Events with an Imminent Judgment
A. This is seen in the entirety of his quotation from the prophet Joel (Acts 2:17-21).
B. Judgement would soon follow the outpouring of the Holy Spirt.

C. Yet the language Peter used (quoted) in 2:19-21 sounds to many like the end of world,
which did not come soon after Pentecost.

II. Jesus Used the Same Language to Predict an Imminent Judgement
Matthew 24:29 - “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.”
(Mark 13:24-25; Luke 21:25-26)
A. The above sounds like the end of the world too.

B. Yet Jesus then says:

Matthew 24:34 - Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take
place. (Mark 13:30; Luke 21:32)

C. But that generation did pass away, yet the world did not end...
III. This Tension is Found All Throughout the New Testament (NT)
A. Jesus and the authors of the NT regularly predict end-of-the-world- sounding events.

B. Yet those prophecies routinely include the notion that such things would happen very
soon, in the 1% century. For example:

1 Peter 4:7 - The end of all things is at hand; therefore, be self-controlled and sober-minded for the
sake of your prayers. (See also James 5:7-9; Hebrews 10:26-39; Rev. 1:1, 3; 22:10, 26, etc.)

IV. Resolving This Tension

A. We should understand the event references figuratively while taking the time references
literally.

1.  There is much Biblical precedent for taking final-judgment sounding language in a
symbolic way.



2. What about the “Stars will fall, sun will be darkened, moon will not give its light”?

Isaiah 13:10 - For the stars of the heavens and their constellations will not give their light; the
sun will be dark at its rising, and the moon will not shed its light.

Isaiah 13:1, 17 - ! The oracle concerning Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw..."
Behold, I am stirring up the Medes against them, who have no regard for silver and do not
delight in gold.

a.  The symbolic language of Is. 13:10 was a figurative way of describing the
historical destruction of ancient Babylon.

b. Also see Ezekiel 32:2, 7-8, 11 concerning ancient Egypt.

c. Jesus (and Peter) used such language when discussing the imminent destruction
of 1%t cen. Jerusalem.

Luke 21:20 - “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its
desolation has come near.”

3. The phrase “Day of the Lord” was used in the same way.

Isaiah 13:9 - Behold, the day of the Lord comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, to make the
land a desolation and to destroy its sinners from it. [This also refers to ancient Babylon; see
above].

a. In Acts 2:20, Peter uses this language to also reference Jerusalem’s looming
destruction.

b. As prophesied, Jerusalem was destroyed in AD 70.



