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I.  What does baptism do? (Acts 2:38) 
 
A. Peter appears to connect receiving forgiveness of sins and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit with 

baptism.  
 
1. This isn’t the only place we see this (Acts 22:16; Acts 9:17-18). 

 
2. Yet other passages link such things to repentance/faith without mention of baptism 

(Acts 10:43, 45-47, etc.).  
 

B. The Bible teaches that God has placed a strong union between the sign of baptism and the 
realities that sign signifies (see WCF 27.2). 
 
1. The realties portrayed in baptism are ultimately received by faith.  

 
2. But the scriptures have no problem speaking as if the sign of baptism confers its 

realities.  
 

C. Baptism personally signifies and seals to us the realities of our salvation because of God’s 
promises attached to it.  

 
II.  What had been promised? (Acts 2:39) 

 
A. It was the Holy Spirit who had been promised.  

 
B. The Holy Spirit now equips all believers and also creates/sustains their sense of fellowship 

with the God the Father and God the Son.  
 

C. Peter connects the promise of the Spirit to the promises made to Abraham in Genesis. So 
does Paul (Gal 3:14).  

 
1. The pouring out of God’s Spirit is the ultimate fulfillment of God’s covenant promise 

to Abraham.  
 

2. The promise of the Spirit is still also for the children of believers, a promise sealed to 
them at their baptisms.  


