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I.  Described or Prescribed? 

 
A. In historical-narrative books like Acts, not everything that’s described positively is to be 

emulated by all believers after.  
 

B. Interpretive rule of thumb - Commended vs. Commanded:  
 
1. If something commended in a passage is commanded elsewhere (particularly in later 

scripture), it is to be imitated. 
 

2. If something commended is not commanded elsewhere, we should exercise caution 
before imitating it.  

 
3. If the thing commended is seemingly prohibited elsewhere, we should let the original 

context explain what made it appropriate.  
 

II.  Acts 2:43-45 - Commended vs. Commanded 
 
A. In vs. 43, the early church is shown to be commendably devoted to apostolic teaching, 

fellowship, the Lord’s Supper, and prayer.  
 
1. Such devotion is commanded throughout the New Testament.  

 
2. Thus, believers today should imitate the earliest Christians in these ways.  

 
B. In vs. 44-45, the early church is shown to have lived essentially in a communal manner (no 

private property, all things in common).  
 
1. There are no commands elsewhere to live this way.  

 
2. There are scriptures that command the opposite (Rom. 13:9; Eph. 4:28; 2 Thess. 3:7-8; 1 

Tim. 6:17; etc.). 
 
3. The communal living in Acts 2 was made necessary by the people’s unique historic 

situation following Pentecost.  


