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I. Job’s Friends’ Identify (v. 11)

A. Inorder of oldest to youngest - Eliphaz (an Edomite); Bildad (an Arabian descended from one
of Abraham’s later sons); Zophar (unknown).

B. Given the distance they traveled to see Job, they were likely more than mere acquaintances.

II. Job’s Friends’ Characteristics (vs. 12-13)

A. They show true sympathy.

1.

They are willing to draw near to Job when others were not.

Job 19:17-19 - 7 My breath is strange to my wife, and I am a stench to the children of my own
mother. 18 Even young children despise me; when I rise they talk against me. ¥ All my intimate
friends abhor me, and those whom I loved have turned against me.

They weep for and with Job.

Romans 12:15b - 2 .. .weep with those who weep.

Hebrews 13:3 - Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who
are mistreated, since you also are in the body.

B. They show true wisdom.

They say nothing to Job for an extended period (until he speaks).
Wisdom knows there are times when words are not appropriate.

Proverbs 10:19 - When words are many, transgression is not lacking, but whoever restrains his
lips is prudent.

C. Yet their sympathetic wisdom soon becomes impatient foolishness...as is often true for us...



