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I.  The Almost Ideal Life of the Early Church in Jerusalem (Acts 4:32-37) 

 
A. They had been blessed with incredible success. (Acts 2-4) 

 
B. They were graced with union of heart and Spirit-fueled generosity.  

 
C. Barnabas was an individual example of these blessings. 

 
II.  The Threat of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11) 

 
A. This couple’s sin was their deceit and not the holding back of some of their profits.  

 
B. Satan’s role in their sin was significant; it was surely an attempt to threaten the peace and 

unity of the early church.  
 

C. The Lord defeated Satan’s attempt through His swift judgment of Ananias and Sapphira.  
 

III.  The True Spiritual State of Ananias and Sapphira 
 
A. Saved but disciplined believers? (See 1 Cor. 11:30-32 & 1 Cor. 5:5) 

 
B. Non-believers and lost?  

 
1. Peter said Satan had filled their hearts…but…? 

 
2. Their intentionally deceitful hypocrisy was obnoxious…but…? 

 
C. The proper perspective for us today: 

  
2 Timothy 2:19 - 19 But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those 
who are his,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.” 
 

D. We should welcome the same godly fear the early church felt.  


