“Sins Undone”

Esther 9:1-19

June 25, 2023

I.  The Story of Esther 9
A. In an act of authorized self-defense, the Jews destroyed those, and those only, who attacked them. 
1. It was the Lord who gave them such stunning victory. 

2. It was the Lord that moved the nobles to support Mordecai. 

B. Why did Esther request another day and the display of Haman’s sons? 

1. There must have been pockets of Haman supporters left. 

2. The bodies of the dead sons were hung up as a warning. 

II.  The Broader Story of Esther 9 

A. The phrase “laid no hands on the plunder” calls our attention back to 1 Samuel 15 and his failure with the Amalekites. (see Exodus 17:8-16)

1. Saul had spared Haman’s ancestor Agag and taken plunder. 

2. For this, Saul was rejected; and his tribe of Benjamin became troublesome to Judah and politically irrelevant. 

B. In Esther 9, God undid the effects of Saul’s sins. 

1. He enabled the Jews to destroy the Amalekites without sinning like Saul had – they took no plunder. 
2. He exalted Mordecai and Esther, who were also from Benjamin.
3. Mordecai and Esther were used to save the whole tribe of Judah. 

C. This is our Lord’s way with His people. 

Psalm 103:10 - He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.
