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I.  What’s Found in Esther’s Last Passage?
A. An explanation for how Purim began. 
B. An explanation of how Purim got its name.

1. “Pur” means “lot” (as in, to cast lots). 

2. Haman had cast lots to come up with his murderous plan.

C. A summary of the Jews deliverance from Haman’s plan. 

D. A celebration of the benefits of Mordecai’s exaltation. 

II.  What’s Not Found in Esther’s Last Passage? 

A. Any references to God in the Jews’ Purim celebrations. 

B. Any references to God’s work in the deliverance of the Jews. 

III.  The Overall Story of Esther

A. The absence of direct references to God in Esther’s last section mirrors the whole book. 

1. The writer of Esther did believe God was behind the events in Esther. 

2. But He leaves God “behind the scenes” because that’s where the people, including Esther and Mordecai, had left Him. 

B. Despite His people’s tendency to forget Him and keep Him in the background, the Lord still graciously delivered them. 

C. God’s gracious deliverance of a wayward people is the main story of Esther. 

D. It also happens to be the story of the whole Bible.

IV.  The Overall Story of our Lives

A. Before our Lord mercifully brought us to saving faith, we were infinitely more wayward than the Jews mentioned in Esther. 

Colossians 1:21 - 21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,
Ephesians 2:3 - 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
Romans 3:10–12 - 10 as it is written, “There is none righteous, not even one; 11 There is none who understands, There is none who seeks for God; 12 All have turned aside, together they have become useless; There is none who does good, There is not even one.”
B. Even after salvation, there are seasons where we keep God backstage, behind the scenes; yet He still works on our behalf. 
V.  It’s Christ who Makes this Possible

A. Those seeking Jesus' life cast lots as well (Matt. 27:35); though unlike the Jews in Esther, He was not delivered. 

B. Christ’s death for our sin satisfied God’s justice and secured His grace. 

C. Christ’s state of exaltation secures our salvation as He seeks “the welfare of His people” and “speaks peace” to us. 

Romans 5:9–10 - 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.
Romans 8:33–34 - 33 Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; 34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.
