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I.  The Roles of Faith in Our Salvation  

 

A. Faith is the sole instrument of our justification.  

 

B. Faith has a role in our perseverance too.  

 

C. Habakkuk 2:4 is used in the New Testament to establish both roles of faith (Gal. 3:11; 

Hebrews 10:38). 

 

Galatians 3:11 - Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, “The righteous 

man shall live by faith.” 

 

Hebrews 10:38 - ”but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no 

pleasure in him.” 

 

II.  The Specific Role of Faith in our Perseverance  

 

Hebrews 11:1 - Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. (King 

James Version) 

 

A. Persevering faith is “the substance of things hoped for” 

 

1. The “things hoped for” are God’s promises to us still awaiting future fulfillment.  

 

2. Faith’s role is to make those future blessings real to us in the present by trusting the 

Lord who promised them. 

 

B. Persevering faith is “the evidence of things not seen” 

 

1. The “things not seen” include God’s promises, the spiritual realm, and the Lord 

himself.  

 

2. Because faith is God’s gift to us, it functions as objective evidence of the unseen realm.  
→ 

Ephesians 2:8 - For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God. 

 

Philippians 1:29 [NAS] - For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe 

in Him, but also to suffer for His sake. 

 



C. Through consistent meditation on the Lord and His word, our persevering is strengthened. 

(2 Cor. 10:15) 

 

III.  The Result of Persevering Faith  

 

A. We will receive God’s (gracious) commendation if we persevere in the faith. (Heb. 11:2) 

 

B. This is true because faith pleases the Lord.  

 

Hebrews 11:6 - And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to 

God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

 

C. Pleasing the Lord (by faith) should be our constant aim.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:9 - So whether we are at home [heaven] or away [this life], we make it our aim to 

please him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


