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I.  Theme 1 in Heb. 11:8-16 - The Scope of God’s Promises to Abraham 
 
A. The Lord’s initial promises to Abraham are found in Gen. 12:1-3. 

 
1. Abraham was promised a physical land and physical descendants.  

 
2. But he was also promised that all nations would be blessed in him.  

 
B. Abraham believed that God would bring the fullness of salvation to the nations – and that he’d 

experience it too somehow.  
 
1. The Apostle Paul confirms this: 

 
Romans 4:13 - For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did 
not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 
 

2. So did Jesus: 
 
John 8:56 - Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad. 

 
II.  Theme 2 in Heb. 11:8-16 - The City of God 

 
A. The city of God is a theme that’s found throughout scripture.  

 
B. Initially God’s city is identified with earthy Jerusalem (Ps. 48:1; Matt. 5:35).  

 
C. However, Jerusalem fell under God’s definitive judgment in 70 AD -- as Jesus prophesied.   

 
Luke 19:43–44 - 43“For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade 
against you, and surround you and hem you in on every side, 44 and they will level you to the ground and 
your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not 
recognize the time of your visitation.” 

à 
D. In the meantime, the writers of the New Testament spoke of a heavenly Jerusalem.  

 
Galatians 4:26 - But the Jerusalem above is free [from slavery to the Law], and she is our mother. 
 
Revelation 21:2 - And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

 
E. The new Jerusalem come to earth is the ultimate fulfillment of what Abraham was trusting God 

for (Heb. 11:8-10, 13-16). 
 



Revelation 21:3 - And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 
their God.” 
 

III.  The “out of place” Middle Section – Hebrews 11:11-12 
 
A. Despite many translations today, the subject is still Abraham’s faith. 

 
Hebrews 11:11 - By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—was 
enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. (NIV84) 
 

B. It was Isaac’s miraculous birth that strengthened Abraham’s faith in God’s promises concerning 
Abraham’s and the world’s future.  
 

IV.  Are Still “strangers and aliens” Today?  
 
A. In one sense, no. Jesus has inherited the world (God’s promise to Abraham – Rom. 4:13), and so 

have we in Him.  
 
Matthew 28:18 - And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.” (See also Psalm 2) 
 

B. At the same time, the heavenly city (i.e. God’s kingdom) has not arrived here in its fullness, 
thus we must remain “strangers and aliens” to forces of darkness that are still here.  
 

C. We have Jesus to strengthen our faith in God’s promises concerning our and the world’s future.  
 


