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I.  Ongoing Faith Despite the Unexpected  
 
A. The nature of Isaac’s and Jacob’s blessings: 

 
1. They were not mere prayers or well wishes.  

 
2. They were prophecies.  

 
Psalm 105:12–15 - 12 When they [Abe, Isaac, and Jacob] were few in number, of little account, and 
sojourners in it, 13 wandering from nation to nation, from one kingdom to another people, 14 he 
allowed no one to oppress them; he rebuked kings on their account, 15 saying, “Touch not my 
anointed ones, do my prophets no harm!” 
 

B. Both Isaac and Jacob were led to pronounce prophetic blessings that were unexpected, even 
unpreferred. (Gen. 27, 28, 48). 
 

C. Yet both men trusted the Lord enough to pronounce the blessings. 
 

D. We too are called to an enduring faith in the face of God’s often unexpected plans for our lives.  
 

II.  Ongoing Faith Despite the Reality of Death 
 
A. Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph died still believing God for future promises that remained unfulfilled.  

 
B. Joseph’s desire for his bones to be taken to Canaan demonstrated this quite vividly.  

 
1. His request also showed he had a similar faith to Abraham’s.  

 
2. Life Abraham, Joseph believed God’s promises included the salvation of the nations along 

with resurrected life. å 
 

C. We are called to an enduring faith in God’s promises concerning the worlds and our future – 
the consummation of the New Heavens and Earth.  


