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I.  The Roman Catholic Church (RCC) Position on Peter and the Pope 

  
A. The RCC teaches that Christ gave Peter supreme headship over the church.  

 
B. The RCC also says that Peter became Bishop of Rome and passed his authority to the bishops 

who succeeded him there, later called Pope.  
 

C. While much of this doctrine comes from later “Sacred Tradition”, its foundation is said to be 
present in Matt. 16:13-20. 
 

II.  Critiquing the RCC Position on Peter and the Pope 
 
A. A case can be made that Jesus was saying that Peter’s confession was the rock on which Christ’s 

church would be built, not Peter himself.  
 
1. After all, Peter was not the first to confess Jesus as the Christ and Son of God (John 1:41, 49; 

Matt. 14:33).  
 

2. In Matt. 18:18, Jesus gives binding/binding/loosening authority to all the Apostles.  
 

B. Even if Jesus said Peter would be the rock upon which his church would be built, the New 
Testament (NT) shows far less than Rome’s claims: 
 
1. While the first half of the book of Acts does show Peter being the early foundation of NT 

church, Peter disappears during the second half of Acts as the focus shifts to Paul’s 
ministry.  
 

2. Paul would later say that the full foundation of NT church included all the Apostles 
together. 

 
Ephesians 2:19–21 - 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined 
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 

à 
C. Peter receiving the “keys to the kingdom of heaven” did not give him ultimate authority over 

the church: 
 

1. The keys were the message of the gospel that opened the kingdom of heaven to people.  
 
Matthew 23:13 - But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of 
heaven in people’s faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in. 
 



Luke 11:52 - Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter 
yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering. 
 

2. Acts reveals that Peter was the first to preach the gospel of Jesus to the Jews in Jerusalem, 
in Judea, and even to the first Gentiles.  
 

3. None of that implies Peter’s supreme authority over the church. In fact, the NT shows the 
opposite (Acts 11, 15; Galatians 2). 

 
1 Peter 5:1–2b - 1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings 
of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God 
that is among you… 

 
D. Peter and Rome 

 
1. The NT has zero evidence of Peter becoming bishop in Rome or passing along his 

supposed authority to successors.  
 
a. The RCC derives all of that from later church tradition.  
 
b. In truth, the NT shows very little evidence, if any, of Peter even traveling to Rome at 

all.  
 
2. Later RCC tradition, based on the writings of fallible men, both distorts and contradicts the 

teaching of the inspired NT. 
 

E. The RCC doctrine of Peter and the Papacy robs Christ of His glory as the true foundation and 
head of His church. (Col. 1:18) 
 
 
 


