“Faith Seen in Trial”
Hebrews 11:35-40
Nov. 3, 2024

I. Faith in Times of Triumph and Testing (Heb. 11:35-38)

A. Heb. 11:35-38 highlights the true enduring faith of God’s ancient people in the face of extreme
trials of all sorts, contrasting their trials with the triumphs mentioned in the previous verses.

B. The faith of suffering believers should inspire us to keep the faith too.
II. Faith in Times of Perfection (Heb. 11:39-40)

A. The promise not yet received by the Old Testament faithful was the New Covenant which
would bring the perfection of full forgiveness.

Hebrews 10:1-4 - ! For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true
form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make
perfect those who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers,
having once been cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of sins? 3 But in these sacrifices there
is a reminder of sins every year. * For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

Hebrews 10:15-17 - 15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, 16 “This is the
covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their
hearts, and write them on their minds,” 77 then he adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless
deeds no more.”

B. Inthe New Covenant era, we have received full forgiveness of sins through Christ (and now so
have the Old Covenant faithful).

Hebrews 10:12-14 - 2 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at
the right hand of God, 3 waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet.
For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.

C. Given what we know God has now done to perfect us, how much stronger should our faith be,
even in trial.



