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I.  Make Straight Paths for Each Other (Heb. 12:12-13) 
 
A. Christians must run the race of faith like they mean it.  

 
B. We are to help each other in this by removing obstacles that might 

trip us up.   
 

II.  How We Make Straight Paths (Heb. 12:14-17) 
 
A. Strive for peace with our fellow Christians.  

 
B. Strive for holiness together. 

 
1. While it’s possible the author has holy living in mind, there is an 

alternative understanding that appears more likely.  
 

2. “Holiness” might be referring to the status of holiness granted to 
us through Christ’s death for our sin.  

 
a. English words like “holiness” and “sanctification” translate 

the same Greek words. 
 

b. The author of Hebrews always uses such language to refer 
our cleansing from sin resulting from Christ’s death for us. 

 
Hebrews 10:10 - And by that will [God’s will], we have been 
sanctified [or “made holy”] through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. 
 
Hebrews 13:11–12 - 11 For the bodies of those animals whose blood 
is brought into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for 
sin are burned outside the camp. 12 So Jesus also suffered outside 
the gate in order to sanctify [or “make holy”] the people through 
his own blood. 
 

 

c. Thus, “striving for holiness” likely means we must strive to 
maintain our holy status by maintaining our profession of 
faith in Jesus.  
 

3. This interpretation fits the rest of the passage which exhorts us to 
help one another maintain our profession of faith.  
 

C. Striving for holiness in this sense also keeps us from being corrupted 
by someone else’s unbelief (Heb. 12:15)  
 
Deuteronomy 29:18 - Beware lest there be among you a man or woman or 
clan or tribe whose heart is turning away today from the Lord our God to go 
and serve the gods of those nations. Beware lest there be among you a root 
bearing poisonous and bitter fruit. 

 
D. Helping one another strive for holiness by maintaining our Christian 

profession includes what Hebrews has already told us in chapter 3: 
 
Hebrews 3:12–13 - 12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, 
unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort 
one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may 
be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 
 

E. Those who ultimately turn away from the Lord will suffer an even 
worse fate than Esau.  
 
1. Esau spurned the Lord’s earthly blessings and could not receive 

them later, even though he begged for them.  
 

2. Those who turn from Christ in this life will not be able to receive 
His heavenly blessing in the next life, no matter how much they 
regret their decision to turn away.  
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