“Forsaking the Dark While Running to the Light”

Romans 13:11-14
Sept. 11, 2022
I.  The Life that Believers Should Forsake
I.  We are to lay aside the dark deeds that characterize the kingdom of darkness. (v. 12) 
I.  Examples of such dark deeds: (v. 13)

I.  Carousing and drunkenness 

I.  Sexual promiscuity and sensuality 
I.  Strife and jealousy 

I.  We’re to starve the deeds of the flesh. (v. 14)

I.  The deeds of darkness include all the deeds of the flesh. (Gal. 5:19-21)
I.  We’re to avoid them by making no provision for them in our lives. 

II.  The Life that Believers Should Pursue
II.  We are to put on the armor of light. (v. 12)
II.  The armor of light includes the works of light that oppose the flesh, i.e., the fruit of the Spirit. (v. 13, Gal. 5:22-23)
II.  We put on the armor of light by putting on Christ. (v. 14)
II.  We put on Christ (His person and character) through faithful prayer, His word, and the sacraments. 
II.  Such things continuously transform us into the image of Christ. 
II.  This is what it means to walk in the Spirit and bear the fruit of the Spirit. 
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I.  The Life that Believers Should Forsake
A. We are to lay aside the dark deeds that characterize the kingdom of darkness. (v. 12) 

B. Examples of such dark deeds: (v. 13)

1. Carousing and drunkenness 

2. Sexual promiscuity and sensuality 

3. Strife and jealousy 

C. We’re to starve the deeds of the flesh. (v. 14)

1. The deeds of darkness include all the deeds of the flesh. (Gal. 5:19-21)

2. We’re to avoid them by making no provision for them in our lives. 

II.  The Life that Believers Should Pursue
A. We are to put on the armor of light. (v. 12)
B. The armor of light includes the works of light that oppose the flesh, i.e., the fruit of the Spirit. (v. 13, Gal. 5:22-23)
C. We put on the armor of light by putting on Christ. (v. 14)
1. We put on Christ (His person and character) through faithful prayer, His word, and the sacraments. 
2. Such things continuously transform us into the image of Christ. 
3. This is what it means to walk in the Spirit and bear the fruit of the Spirit. 
