“Dead to Law, Joined to Christ”
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Context of Romans 7:1-6 -
=  Rom. 7:1-6 should be seen in direct connection with Rom. 6.
*  In particular, Rom. 7:1-6 is explaining Rom. 6:14:
For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.
I. The End to our Toxic and Fruitless Relationship to the Law (7:1-4a, 5, 6b)
A.  When a person dies, they are no longer the Law’s jurisdiction.
B.  Through Christ, we died to the Law.
C.  Why is that a good thing?
1. The Law condemned us.
2. Sinused the Law to corrupt us.
3. Because of our corruptions, we adopted a false morality (“the oldness of the letter”).
4. The fruit of our lives in that state was only death.
II. Our New and Fruitful Relationship to Christ (7:4b, 6a)
A.  We have been separated from the Law and joined to the resurrected Christ.
1. This grants us justification instead of condemnation.
2. Sin can no longer use the Law to corrupt our new “inner man”.
3. Our Christ-connected-inner-man now bears fruit for God.
B.  That fruit is our service to God “in the newness of the [Holy] Spirit”.

1. The Spirit reveals and has already inclined our “inner man” to the true nature of God’s will for us
(love for God and love for neighbor).

2. The Spirit’s work within our “inner man” inevitably leads toward actions of love for God and love
for those He has placed in our lives.



